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TITLE: A STORAGE ARRAY INTERCONNECTION FABRIC USING A TORUS TOPOLOGY 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



5 1- Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to data storage systems and, more particularly, to storage array interconnection 
topology. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

10 Computer systems are placing an ever-increasing demand on data storage systems. In many of the data 



storage systems in use today, data storage arrays are used. The interconnection solutions for many large storage 
arrays are based on bus architectures such as, for example, small computer system interconnect (SCSI) or fibre 
channel (FC). In these architectures, multiple storage devices such as disks, may share a single set of wires, or a 
loop in the case of FC, for data transfers. 

1 5 Such architectures may be limited in terms of performance and fault tolerance. Since all the devices share a 

common set of wires, only one data transfer may take place at any given time, regardless of whether or not all the 
devices have data ready for transfer. Also, if a storage device fails, it may be possible for that device to render the 
Ternaining devices inaccessible by corrupting the bus. Additionally, in systems that use a single controller on each 
bus, a controller failure may leave all the devices on its bus inaccessible. 

20 There are several existing solutions available, which are briefly described below. One solution is to divide 

the devices into multiple subsets utilizing multiple independent buses for added performance. Another solution 
suggests connecting dual buses and controllers to each device to provide path fail-over capability, as in a dual loop 
FC architecture. An additional solution may have multiple controllers connected to each bus, thus providing a 
controller fail-over mechanism. 

25 In a large storage array, component failures may be expected to be fairly frequent. Because of the higher 

number of components in a system, the probability that a component will fail at any given time is higher, and 
accordingly, the mean time between failures (MTBF) for the system-is lower. However, the above conventional 
solutions may not be adequate for such a system. To illustrate, in the first solution described above, the independent 
buses may ease the bandwidth constraint to some degree, but the devices on each bus may still be vulnerable to a 

30 single controller failure or a bus failure. In the second solution, a single nmlfunctioning device may still potentially 
render all of the buses connected to it, and possibly the rest of the system, inaccessible. This same failure 
mechanism may also affect the third solution, since the presence of two controllers does not prevent the case where a 
single device failure may force the bus to some random state. 

SUMMARY 

35 Various embodiments of a storage array using a torus interconnection topology are disclosed. In one 

embodiment, a storage system mcluding a path-redundant torus interconnection fabric is coupled to a plurality of 
nodes. The torus interconnection fabric may be configured to connect the plurality of nodes in an array including N 
rows and M columns, where N and M are positive integers. The array may be configured such mat a first node in a 
first row of the N rows is connected to a second node in the first row and a first node in a first column of the M 

40 columns is connected to a second node in the first column. Also an ending node in the first row is connected to the 

1 
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first node in the first row and an ending node in the first column is connected to the first node in the first column. In 
addition, a first portion of the plurality of nodes is configured to communicate with a plurality of storage devices 
such as disk drives. In other embodiments, the storage devices may be random access memories configured as cache 
memories or tape drives. A second portion of the plurality of nodes may be configured to communicate with a host. 

In some embodiments, each node of the plurality of nodes may be configured to communicate with each 
other node of the plurality of nodes by routing messages bi-directionally. In an alterative embodiment, each node of 
the plurality of nodes is configured to communicate with each other node of the plurality of nodes by routing 
messages uni-directionally. . 

In an embodiment, a storage system including a path-redundant torus interconnection fabric is coupled to a 
plurality of nodes. The torus interconnection fabric is configured to logically connect the plurality of nodes in an 
array comprising a phirality of node rows and a plurality of node columns. The torus interconnection fabric is also 
configured to provide a communication path, between each node in the array and at least four neighboring nodes. 
For each node at an end of one of the node rows .or one of the node columns, the torus interconnection fabric is 
configured to provide a communication path to a node at the opposite end of the respective node row or node 
column. Each one of a first portion of the plurality of nodes comprises at least one mass storage device. 

In an embodiment, a method of mterconnecting ,a plurality of nodes in an array including N rows and M 
columns using a torus interconnection fabric, where N and M are positive integers, using a .path-redundant torus 
interconnection fabric is recited. In one einbodiment, a first node in a first row of the N rows is connected to a 
second node "'in"the"first row and a first node hra first column of the M columns is connectedto a second node in-the - 
first column. Additionally, an ending node, in the first row is connected to the first node in the first row and an 
ending node in the first column is connected to the first node in the first column. A first portion of the plurality of 
nodes is configured to corrrmunicate with a plurality of storage devices. 

In an embodiment, a method for routing cornmunications within a storage system comprising an array of 
nodes interconnected by a torus fabric is recited. In one embodiment, a> communication from a source node is sent 
to a destination node using a first communication path A failure in the first communication path may be detected, 
preventing the communication .from reaching the destination node. The communication from the source node is 
resent to the destination node using a second communication path independent from the first communication path. 
The second communication path wraps either from an end of a node row of the array to the opposite end of the node 
row or from an end of a node column of the array to the opposite end of the node column, 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of one embodiment of a torus interconnection topology. 

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating routing in a torus interconnection topology, according to one embodiment; 
FIG. 3 is another diagram of routing in a torus interconnection topology, according to one embodiment; 
t FIG. 4 is a diagram of one embodiment of a uni-directional torus interconnection topology; 
FIG. 5 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a node of a torus interconnection topology; 
FIG. 6 is a diagram of one embodiment of a system configuration using a torus interconnection topology; 
FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B illustrate a flow , diagram of one routing scheme in a bi-directional torus 
interconnection topology, according to one embodiment; and 

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of a method for routing communications within a torus interconnect fabric. 
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While the invention is susceptible to various modifications and alternative forms, specific embodiments 
thereof are shown by way of example in the drawings and will herein be described in detail. It should be 
understood, however, that the drawings and detailed description thereto are not intended to limit the invention to the 
particular form disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover all modifications, equivalents and alternatives 
falling within the spirit and scope of the present invention as defined by the appended claims. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 
Turning now to FIG. 1, a diagram of one embodiment of a torus interconnection topology is shown. A 
torus topology 50 uses a two-dimensional (2-D) array topology. However, as FIG: 1 illustrates, the beginning nodes 
of each row and column are connected to the respective endpoints of each row and column. For example, if the 2-D 
array is an N by M array, where N and M are both positive integers, then the first node in row one would be 
connected to the last node in row one, in addition to all the other nodes neighboring the first node. Likewise, the top 
node in column 1 is connected to the bottom node in column 1 inadditioh to all the other nodes neighboring the top 
node. The remaining nodes are connected in similar fashion such that every node in the fabric of torus 50 is 
connected to its four neighboring four nodes. It is noted that torus '50 is shown as a flat two-dimensional array with 
longer connections between the endpoints. These may be logical connections and the physical layout of the nodes 
may be different For example, each row may be physically oriented in the shape of a ring, such that the distance 
from the last node to "the first node may be nearly the same as the distance between all the other nodes and likewise 
for the columns. 

The level of interconnection described above means that ' each node has four ports with which to 
communicate to the other nodes. In one embodiment, each of the fouf ports is a bi-directional port, thus allowing 
both inputs and outputs from each neighbor.* In an alternative embodiment, each of the four ports is a uni-directional 
port, thus allowing two inputs and two outputs. Thus, torus topology '50 may provide a richly path redundant 
interconnection fabric for a storage device system. 

Although the above torus topology 50 is described using a two-dimensional array, it is contemplated that 
this same fabric may be extended to include a multi-dimensional array beyond two dimensions (not shown). One 
embodiment of- a three dimensional array may include several two-dimensional arrays "stacked" or layered such that 
each node now has six neighboring nodes instead of four and- each layer is connected together using the two 
additional ports. ' ' 

Turning now to FIG. 2, a diagram of a first routing scheme using one embodiment of a torus 
interconnection topology is shown. The torus topology 50 of FIG. 1 is shown here with some of the 
interconnections not shown for clarity. In torus 50,- one node is labeled 2,2 and one node is labeled 3,3. These 
locations are described in terms of their position in the N by M array described in FIG. 1, such that a location 2,2 
describes a node located at the intersection of the second row and second column. For ease of describing this 
embodiment, the origin of torus 50 of FIG. 3 is located at the upper left corner and moving to the right means going 
in a positive M direction, and going down means going in a positive N direction. It is noted however, that in a torus 
interconnection fabric any point may be chosen as a zero reference point, since all points are interconnected. 

In torus 50, each node may be capable of communicating with every other node in torus 50. Routing 
communications between nodes may be accomplished in one embodiment using a routing in which the coordinates 
of a sending node and a receiving node are specified. Then the route may be calculated by subtracting one from the 
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other. For example, a node at location 2,2 is shown communicating with a node at location 3,3. Thus, (3,3) - (2,2) 
"-'(1,1); therefore, to get to 3,3 from 2,2 requires a single hope in the positive N direction followed by a single hop 
in the positive M direction. Alternatively, to get to 3,3 from 2,2 requires a single hop in the positive M direction 
followed by a single hop in the positive N direction. The actual path specification may be computed by the sender, 
or it may be deduced by the intermediate routing nodes through comparing the message destination address with 
their own. This routing scheme may result in "L" shaped paths. Even in such a simple scheme, there may always be 
at least two completely independent paths available between two nodes. 

In another embodiment, manhattan-style routing may be employed in which routes may switch between X 
and Y dimensions more than once (e.g. zig-zag as opposed to L route). Such a routing scheme may provide more 
flexibility for circumventing faults in the fabric. The zig-zag route may be computed on-the-fly by the sender, for 
example, by . randomly making a turn in the route, but always in a direction that brings the message closer to the 
destination. 

Referring to FIG. 3, a diagram of a another routing scheme according to one embodiment for a torus 
interconnection tope " gy is shown. The torus topology 50 of FIG. 1 is shown here with some of the 
interconnections not shown for clarity. In torus 50, one node is labeled 2,2 and one node is labeled 3,3. In one 
embodiment, there may be four completely independent paths that may be defined for each pair of nodes. 

In FIG. 3, to get from node 2,2 to node 3,3 the two paths described in FIG. 2 are shown and, in addition, 
twn more independent paths are described. From 2 A a message may be ro uted t o the left two nodes in a negative M 
direction to a node at the end of the same row. Then down one node in a positive N direction, then one node in the 
negative M direction. Alternatively, from 2,2 a message may be routed up two nodes in a negative N direction to 
the node at the end of the same column. Then right one node in a positive M direction followed by . up one node in a 
negative N direction. In this routing scheme, the routes may switch from N to M direction and M to N direction 
more than one time. Typically, each change of direction is in a direction closer to the destination. These changes of 
direction may be calculated on the fly by any sending node. Thus far, the nodes have been described in a generic 
sense only to establish a few examples of the routing through torus 50. Four independent paths may be available to 
and from each node. 

In one embodiment, the sender may maintain a small routing table for each of its destination nodes. Using 
such a table, four completely independent paths may always be defined between each pair of nodes. When such a 
static routing table is used, routes do not necessarily always turn in a direction that brings the message closer to the 
destination, because the route has been pre-defined to reach the destination. 

If some routing paths are infrequently used, faults may develop over time on those paths and go undetected 
or bugs may lay dormant in the failover mechanism (e.g. failover software) for those paths and go undetected until it 
is too late and the path is needed. To help avoid such undetected conditions, all of the redundant paths may be 
exercised routinely. For example, in an embodiment using a routing table as described above, the sending node may 
simply cycle through the routing table for a particular destination when sending each subsequent message to that 
destination, thus choosing a different path in the table each time. 

It is noted that the failures described above may refer to hardware and /or software faults. However, a 
failure may also be a simple inability to deliver a message to a destination node. There may be circumstances that 
produce a deadlock condition. In such circumstances, to alleviate a deadlock, a message may have to be discarded 
and the resent. 
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It is also contemplated that in some embodiments, more than four alternative routes may be designed in. 
where some of those paths may not be completely independent and may include portions of the four independent 
paths. In another embodiment, the four independent paths may be retried many times in a round robin scheme, in a 
persistently broken system, for example, prior to declaring a fault. More specifically, the available alternate paths 
5 may be retried in a pattern. The pattern may be repeated several times and then if a fault is still present, a failure 
may be declared. 

Turning now to FIG. 4, a diagram of one embodiment of a uni-directional torus interconnection topology is 
shown. In this embodiment a torus 60 of FIG. 4 is similar to torus 50 of FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 in the way the array is 
connected. However torus 60 of FIG. 4 is a uni-directional torus. This means that each node, although connected to 
10 four neighbors, has only two inputs and two outputs allowing two independent paths between each neighbor. Thus, 
uni-directional torus 60 may tolerate at least one failure between two nodes. 

As will be described in more detail below, a torus interconnection fabric may be used to connect an array of 
storage devices. 

Turning now to FIG. 5 a block diagram of one embodiment of a node of a torus interconnection topology is 

15 shown. A node 100 includes a routing unit 205 coupled to a port controller 210. Routing unit 205 may be 
configured to communicate through four ports. In one embodiment, the ports may be bi-directional. Thus, routing 
unit 205 may communicate with four neighboring nodes allowing four independent routing paths. In an alternative 
embodiment, routing unit 205 may be configured with four uni-directional ports: two inputs and two outputs. The 
choice between using bi-directional and uni-difectional ports may be influenced by competing factors. The 

20 unidirectional design may simpler, but it may only tolerate a single failureof a neighboring node. The bi-directional 
design tolerates more failures but may require a more complex routing unit 205. The size of the storage system 
array may be a deterrnining factor, since for a very large number of storage devices, a three-fault tolerant bi- 
directional torus may become desirable to attain a reasonably low MTBF. 

In one embodiment, port controller 210 may be configured to communicate with one or more disk drives 

25 220. In another embodiment, port controller 210 may be configured to communicate with one or more random 
access memories 230, such as a cache memory or other type of memory and a memory controller. In yet another 
embodiment, port controller 210 may be configured to communicate with a host or- Redundant Array of Inexpensive 
Disks (RAID) controller through a cornmunication port such as, for example, a peripheral computer interface (PCI) 
bus or a System I/O port as defined by a specification available from the InfiniBand trade association. It is also 

30 contemplated that port controller 210 may have all of these functions or any combination of the above described 
functions. For example, port controller 210 may be configurable for selecting between any one of the different types 
of interfaces described above. Thus, the ability to" communicate with and/or control storage devices and 
cornmunicate to hosts in a torus interconnection fabric may advantageously increase the reliability, performance and 
flexibility of large storage systems. 

35 it is further contemplated that port controller 210 may not have any devices attached In such an 

embodiment, node 100 may simply connect to neighbors through routing port 205. Thus, node 100 may be used in 
the torus to increase the number of possible cornrnunication paths available. In a torus interconnect, some nodes 
may be unpopulated with storage or other devices, and used as a routing node to increase the number of paths in the 
torus. 



5 



WO 02/50683 PCT/U SO 1/47893 

Referring to FIG. 6, a diagram of one embodiment of a node configuration of a torus interconnection 
topology is shown. The torus topology 50 of FIG. 1 is shown here with some of the interconnections not shown for 
clarity. In torus 50 of FIG. 6 a portion of the nodes are shown comprising storage devices, such as storage devices 
620. En one embodiment storage devices 620 may be disk drives. Another portion of the nodes are shown with PCI 
blocks in them, such as PCI 600. PCI 600 is shown as an exemplary host communication port or line card. It is 
contemplated that other embodiments may use other host communication architectures such as System I/O. In this 
particular embodiment, the storage devices make up a large portion of torus 50. As mentioned above, many large 
storage systems use a large number of disks. To reduce costs, inexpensive and smaller disks may be used. 
However, since more disks may increase the failure rate, a highly redundant interconnection fabric, such as torus 50 
may be used to provide a reliable overall system. 

Additionally, the multiple paths of the torus interconnect allow for multiple parallel communications and/or 
disk operations that may be initiated over different paths, thereby possibly increasing the bandwidth and 
performance of the storage system. In a torus storage system with multiple controllers/host attachments, many 
parallel paths may exist between the hosts and the disks. Thus, many disk operations may be issued at the same 
time, and many data transfers may take place concurrently over the independent paths. This concurrency may 
provide a performance advantage and more scalability over bus-based architectures in which multiple devices must 
take turns using the same wires/fibre. 

It is noted that other embodiments may use fewer or more storage devices 620 and fewer or more PCI 600 
nodes to facilitate cost and performance tradeoffs. In addition, and as mentioned above, it is contemplated that 
some nodes may be configured to communicate with RAID controllers, and/or cache memory controllers. Thus, 
depending on the MTBF of the storage devices, a storage system may be designed using torus 50 that has a 
relatively low cost and high reliability and performance as compared to storage systems using fewer more expensive 
disks. 

Collectively, FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B illustrate a flow diagram of one routing scheme of one embodiment of a 
bi-directional torus interconnection topology. A message is sent from a source node at location 2,2 to a destination 
node at 3,3 as shown in FIG. 3. It is noted that depending on which direction the message is sent from the source 
node, determines where in the flow diagram of FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B the process begins. Turning now to FIG. 7 A 
and beginning at step 700, a message is sent Proceeding to step 701, the message is sent on the path in the.negative 
N direction. At each node, a new path may be calculated on-the-fly by the sending node, thereby allowing flexibility 
in circumventing path faults. Operation proceeds to step 702 checking if the message is at the destination node. If 
the message were at the destination node, then processing would finish at step 705. In this example, this node is not 
the destination node and so processing continues to step 703. The node may decide to change direction randomly, 
or it may detect a fault on one or more neighboring nodes. If the node changes the direction of the message, 
processing would proceed to step 704 and a direction would be chosen. Processing would then continue to one of 
step 711, 721 or 731. In this example the direction does not change and so processing continues back to step 701.. 
This is the basic process flow and it is repeated for each direction that a message may be sent. 

The message is sent to the next node in the negative N direction. Proceeding to step 702, again the node is 
checked to see if it is the destination node. If it were the destination node, processing would finish at step 705. In 
this example, it is not the destination node and so processing continues to step 703. This time, a change of direction 
is chosen and processing proceeds to step 704, In FIG. 3 the direction chosen is the positive M direction, so in FIG. 



WO 02/50683 . PCT/USO 1/47X93 

7 A processing continues to 'D', which is step 731 of FIG. 7B, where the message is sent to the next node in the 
positive M direction. Proceed to step 732 and check if it is the destination node. If it were the destination node, 
processing would finish at step 735. In this example, it is not the destination node and so processing continues to 
step 733. Again a change of direction is indicated. Proceeding to step 734, a direction is chosen and according to 
5 FIG. 3, the message is sent in the negative N direction, so FIG. 7B, processing continues to S A\ which is step 701 of 
FIG. 7A. The message is sent one node in the negative N dasction. Proceeding to step 702 and checking for the 
destination node. In this example, this node is the destination node and so processing finishes at step 705. 

A similar example is shown in FIG. 3, where the message is sent from the node at location 2,2 but starting 
in the negative M direction. In that instance, processing would begin at step 710 of FIG. 7 A and continue in a 

10 similar manner as described in the above example. 

It is noted that while the above descriptions describe messages being sent and received, it is also 
contemplated that other embodiments of a torus topology "and associated nodes may also be capable of 
communicating in the context of circuit switching. In such embodiments, instead of passing messages from one 
node to another, the sender may open a channel or connection through one or more nodes to the destination. This 

15 channel may be thought of as a virtual circuit, whereby the sender may dynamically connect itself to a receiver. 
Thus, the two nodes may then communicate directly as if they had a physical wire between them. This virtual circuit 
may be dynamically dismantled logically at the end of the communication between the sender/receiver pair. Thus, 
other sender/receiver pairs may use the same physical paths to construct their own virtual circuit for a 
communication. 

20 Turning now to Figure 8, a method is "iilustrated for routing communications within torus interconnect 

fabric between nodes in which failures may be detected. A communication may be sent from a source node to a 
destination node on a first communication path as indicated at 800. A failure may or may not be detected on the 
first communication path from the source node as indicated at S02. If no failure is detected the communication 
continues on to the next node as indicated at 816. If a failure is detected the coirmunication may be resent on a 

25 second communication path as indicated at 804. Since the torus interconnect fabric provides at least four 
independent communication paths from each node, in one "embodiment, this procedure may be repeated in case the 
second communication path and a third communication path fails as indicated at 806 through 814. If a fourth 
communication path fails then an error may be declared. Assuming that at least one path from the source node was 
working the communication continues to the next node as indicated at 816. If the next node is a destination node 

30 then the routing process is complete as indicated at 818, otherwise the routing procedure may be repeated for the 
next node. 

Numerous variations and modifications will become apparent to those skilled in the art once the above 
disclosure is fully appreciated. It is intended that the following claims be interpreted to embrace all such variations 
and modifications. 

35 ~ * 
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1 . A storage system comprising: 
a plurality of nodes; 

a path-redundant torus interconnection fabric coupled to said plurality of nodes; 

wherein said torus interconnection fabric is configured to connect said plurality of nodes in an array including N 

rows and M columns, wherein N and M are positive integers; 
wherein a first node in a first row of said N rows is connected to a second node in said first row and a first node in a 

first column of said M columns is connected to a second node in said first column; 
wherein an ending node in said first row is connected to said first node in said first row and an ending node in said 

first column is connected to said first node in said first column; and 
wherein a first portion of isaid plurality of nodes, is configured to communicate with a plurality of storage devices. 

2. The storage system as recited in claim 1, wherein each node of said plurality of nodes is configured to 
cornmunicate with each other node of said plurality of nodes by routing messages bi-directionally. 

3 . The storage system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said storage devices are disk drives. 

4] The Storage systerrFas recited mi'darin IT wherein said storage devic^ are 
configured as storage cache. 

5. The storage system as recited in claim 1, wherein said storage devices are tape drives, 

6. The storage system as recited in claim 1, wherein each node of said plurality of nodes is configured to 
cornmunicate with each other node of said plurality of nodes by routing messages uni-directionally. 

7. The storage system as recited in claim 1, wherein a second portion of said plurality of nodes is configured 
to communicate with a host. ' 

S. A method of interconnecting a plurality of nodes in an array including N rows and M columns using a torus 

interconnection fabric, wherein N and M are positive integers, using a path-redundant torus interconnection fabric, 
said method comprising: 

connecting a first node in a first row of said N rows to a second node in said first row; 

connecting a first node in a first column of said M columns to a second node in said first column; 

connecting an ending node in said first row to said first node in said first row; 

connecting an ending node in said first column to said first node in said first column; 

a first portion of said plurality of nodes commumcating with a plurality of storage devices. 

9. The method as recited in claim 8 further comprising each node of said plurality of nodes cornmunicaring 

with each other node of said plurality of nodes by routing messages bi-directionally. 

S 



WO 02/506S3 



PCT/USO 1/47X93 



10. The method as recited in claim S, wherein said storage devices are disk drives. 

1 1 . The method as recited in claim 8, wherein said storage devices are tape drives. 

12. The method as recited in claim S s wherein said storage devices are random access memories configured as 
cache memories. 

13. The method as recited in claim S- further comprising a second portion of said plurality of nodes 
cornmunicaring with a host. • 

14. The method as recited in clairnS further comprising each node of said plurality of nodes communicating 
with each other node of said plurality of nodes by routing messages uni-directionally. 

15. * A storage system comprising: ♦ 
a plurality of nodes; 

a path-redundant torus interconnection fabric coupled to said plurality of nodes; 

wherein said torus interconnection fabric is configured to logically connect said plurality of nodes in an array 

comprising a plurality of node rows and a plurality of node col umns ; 
wherein said torus interconnection fabric is configured to provide a communication path between each node in the 

array and at least four neighboring nodes; 
wherein,' for each node at an end of one of said node rows or one of said node columns, said torus interconnection 

fabric is configured to provide a communication path to a node at the opposite end of the respective node 

row or node column; and . . , 
wherein each one of a first portion of said plurality of nodes.comprises at least one mass storage device. . 

16. • The storage system as recited in claim 15, wherein said cornmunication paths provided by said torus 
interconnection fabric between each node are bi-directional paths such that each node in the array may be accessed 
on at least four independent communication paths. 

17. The storage system as recited in claim 15, wherein the cornmunication paths provided by said torus 
interconnection fabric between each node are uni-directional paths such that communications may be sent to each 
node in the array on at least two independent uni-directional communication paths and communications may be 
received by each node on at least two independent uni-directional communication paths. 

1 8. The storage system as recited in claim 15, wherein said mass storage devices comprise disk drives. 

19. The storage system as recited in claim 15, wherein said mass storage devices comprise optical storage 
devices. 
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2Q . The storage system as recited in claim 1 5 , wherein each one of a second portion of said plurality of nodes 
comprises random access memory configured as a storage cache. 



21. The storage system as recited in claim 15, wherein each one of a second portion of said plurality of nodes 
comprises a communication interface to a host. 

22. A method for routing communications within a storage system comprising an array of nodes interconnected 
by a torus fabric, the method comprising: 

sending a communication from a source node to a destination node using a first communication path; 
detecting a failure in said first communication path; and 

resending said communication from said source node to said destination node using a second communication path 

independent from said first communication path; 
wherein said second communication path wraps either from an end of a node row of the array to the opposite end of 

said node row or from an end of a node column of the array to the opposite end of said node column. 

23. The method as recited in claim 22, further comprising: 
detecting a failure in said second communication path; and 

resending said communication from said source 1 node to said destination node using a third communication path 
independent from said first and said second communication paths. 

24. The method as recited in claim 23, further comprising: 
detecting a failure in said third communication path;' and 

resending said communication from said source node to said destination node using a fourth com m un i cation path 
independent from said first, said second and said third communication paths. 

25. The method as recited in claim 24, wherein said source node is located at a logical edge of the array. 

26. The method as recited in claim 25, wherein said destination node is located at a logical edge of the array. 

27. A storage system, comprising: 
a plurality of nodes configured as: 

a plurality of node rows; and 
a plurality of node columns; 

wherein each node in said plurality of nodes is a member of one of said node rows and one of said node- 
columns; and 

a torus interconnect fabric configured to provide a cconrnunication path between said* nodes in said node rows and 
said node columns; 

wherein said torus interconnect fabric is configured to logically connect each node row as a ring of row nodes and 
each row column as a ring of column nodes, such that each node of said plurality of nodes is connected to 
every other node of said plurality of nodes by at least four independent communication paths; and 
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wherein each one of a first portion of said plurality of nodes comprises at least one mass storage device. 



28. The storage system as recited in claim 27, wherein said communication paths connecting each node of said 
plurality of nodes to every other node of said plurality of nodes are bi-directional paths such that each node in the 
plurality of nodes may be accessed on at least four independent communication paths. 

29. The storage system as recited in claim 27, wherein said communication paths connecting each node of said 
plurality of nodes to every other node of said plurality of nodes are urn-directional paths such that communications 
may be sent to each node in the plurality of nodes on at least two independent uni-directional communication paths 
and communications may be received by each node on at least two independent uni-directional communication, 
paths. - . : 

30. - The storage system as recited in ciaim.27, wherein said mass storage device comprises a disk drive. 

■ _ ■ .* * * * 

3 1 . The storage system as recited in claim 27, wherein said mass storage device comprises an optical storage 
device. - ..." > ..*"'• 

32. v • * The storage system as recited in claim- 27, wherein each one of a second portion of said plurality of nodes 
comprises random access memory configured as a storage cache. 

33. The storage system as recited in claim 27, wherein each one of a second portion of said plurality of nodes 
comprises a communication interface to a host. . 
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